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To: The People’s Hearing on Mumia’s Innocence

Dear Friends,

my best greetings to your endeavor in the name of the German Network to Free Mumia Abu-Jamal.
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What you’re doing today could not be more timely. Once again, Mumia Abu-Jamal is deprived from getting a fair hearing in court, without a fair reason: It is hard to understand what the Pennsylvania Supreme Court’s 2004 decision on Rod​erick Johnson about Johnson’s allegedly belated filing has to do with Mumia, whose filings of the Yvette Williams and Kenneth Pate affidavits were very definitely NOT belated.

The decision not to hold the hearing is but another instance of the anti-Mumia bias of the Philadelphia and the Pennsylvania courts. It is just another instance that the courts and the establishment are afraid that the truth about this case might be heard.

The courts didn’t hear Arnold Beverly’s confession that he, not Mumia, shot PO Faulkner. They certainly should have heard such a stunning piece of evidence. But even without it, the case against Mumia has completely unraveled, while evidence for his innocence as well as for a massive frame-up against him continues to pile up.

In fact, we are sure now that

· The two most important prosecution witnesses against Mumia didn’t even observe the crime
· The three most important prosecution witnesses testified to something that did not happen and could not have happened. They said that the killer hit the prone Faulkner on the sidewalk once, with the other shots going into the sidewalk. But there, there was no trace of them

· The stories of the cops who allegedly found Mumia’s gun, members of the nefarious anti-MOVE, anti-everything-that-looks-like-resistance Stake-Out Unit, were contradictory, uncorroborated by anyone else, and generally incredible and

· The cops even invented, more that two month after the shooting, an alleged “confession” by Mumia in order to frame him – a confession story that was, incredibly, so far upheld by the courts.

So it turns out that Mumia was convicted and sentenced on nothing – apart from the fact that he was poor, black and the enemy of the unbearable status quo that he continues to be.

Which, BTW, is the reason why the cops and establishment continue in their efforts to bury the true evidence and to kill Mumia.

But this is still not all. The courts should have, but didn’t, charge the cops with tampering with the evidence because they falsely concocted a confession. While the falsity of that confession was evident right from the start to all but the most gullible, the courts also never took into account the positive evidence that Mumia is innocent. Thus Mumia was denied
· a lineup a few weeks after his arrest where the main prosecution witness would be asked to identify him as the shooter

· any change to explore during his trial what really happened on December 9, 1981
· any response to his 2001 filing of two expert opinions demanding that the ballistic evidence of the Faulkner shooting – including the deadly bullet allegedly coming from Mumia’s revolver –  should be retested with modern methods and

· likewise any response to other filings in 2001 where the same thing was demanded, explicitly or implicitly.

Wouldn’t it have been suicidal for a guilty man to do any such thing? And if the prosecution is so sure of Mumia’s guilt, why don’t they take him just by his word on order to bury his claims of innocence once and for all?

So we don’t even need to ask the rhetorical question what the powers that be are afraid of. They are afraid of the truth, in the face of which the false claims of the establishment would unravel and exposed as fraud immediately.

On that background, our following demands can only be considered very moderate and very constitutional:

· LET THE EVIDENCE BE HEARD!

· OVERTURN THE CONVICTION!

· FREE MUMIA!

It is long overdue that the cruel injustice done to Mumia, his family, and his friends be remedied. The same is true for all the other people unjustly incarcerated in the dungeons of the American Gulag: the MOVE 9, Leonard Peltier, the other political prisoners, and all those imprisoned on account of their race, country of origin, political and religious belief, or a frame-up by the police and the state.

Once more, our greetings, and as the saying went in the SNCC: “In Struggle” – ona move

Michael Schiffmann for the German Network to Free Mumia Abu-Jamal

February 10, 2005

People’s Tribunal on Mumia’s Innocence, AFSC at 15th and Cherry








