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What follows is the text of an initiative of the German Support Network for Mumia Abu-Jamal (GSNMAJ). For the time being, this initiative is coordinated by some of the people who helped to start it. Their contact information is given below. Signers will be notified of any changes. We hope it can serve to broaden international support for the long overdue justice for Mumia Abu-Jamal. This initiative cannot and is not meant to replace the overarchingly important struggle in the U.S. itself, first and foremost by the International Concerned Family and Friends of Mumia Abu-Jamal, to win justice in this case.

The Friends of Justice for Mumia Abu-Jamal

More than twenty years ago, on May 25, 1983, Judge Albert F. Sabo pronounced the death sentence against the African American journalist Mumia Abu-Jamal:

The punishment shall be inflicted by causing to pass through your body a current of electricity of intensity suf​ficient to cause death and the application of such current to be continued until you are dead. May God in His Infinite Goodness have mercy on your soul.

Abu-Jamal was sent to the Commonwealth of Pennsyl​vania’s death row and has, since that time, been fight​ing to overturn the jury decision that found him guilty of murdering a police officer and sentenced him to death. Then and now he proclaimed his innocence. It was only in the 1990s that the scandalous cir​cumstances that led to this decision became wider known, in the United States as well as internationally.

The case of Mumia Abu-Jamal has since become a symbol for the deeply rooted injustices in the judicial system in the most powerful country in the world, the United States of America. In addition, an accumulating body of evidence has come to light that highlights the actual innocence of Mumia Abu-Jamal.

Although the death sentence against Abu-Jamal was temporarily (the prosecution immediately announced an appeal) lifted by a federal court on December 18, 2001, the verdict of guilty was allowed to stand, and then as now all courts have refused to consider the massive evidence for his innocence which has surfaced, reinforcing this great injustice. 

As the case of Mumia Abu-Jamal is entering its final stage before a U.S. Federal Appeals Court, time is running out for the overturning of the guilty sentence and seeing to it that justice be done. The time to act is NOW.
The “Friends of Justice for Mumia Abu-Jamal” are a loose association pursuing the goal of winning justice for Mumia Abu-Jamal. The “Friends” concentrate on the case of Mumia Abu-Jamal since 1) here the many injustices pervading the criminal justice system of the U.S.A. are concentrated in a particularly glaring manner, 2) in this case, there is a justifiable fear that it is about silencing a political dissident for good by putting him to death, and 3) “an injustice against one is an injustice to all.”
In this spirit, the Friends of Justice for Mumia Abu-Jamal (FJMAJ) demand that the unjust verdict of guilt and the death sentence against Mumia Abu-Jamal be overturned, that the evidence, all the evidence, in his case be heard by the courts, and that he either be set free after having been imprisoned for more than two decades or given a new trial whose constitutionality is guaranteed by independent supervision.

A Friend of Justice for Mumia Abu-Jamal is anyone who agrees to the publication of his/her name in support of the above listed text. The FJMAJ will, from time to time, issue reports on the development of the case. These will be sent to signers of the above declaration for consultation beforehand, and the widest possible support in the form of signatures will be sought.


     I support this text.                   Signature + e-mail-address________________________

Contact: Jakob Köllhofer, Deutsch-Amerikanisches Institut, Sophienstraße 12, D-69115 Heidelberg, 0049-(0)6221/607311, jjk@dai-heidelberg.de * Michael Schiffmann, In der Neckarhelle 72, D-69118 Heidelberg, 0049-(0)6221/800313, mikschiff@t-online.de * Sabine Schubert, Kreutzigerstraße 11, 10247 Berlin, 0049-(0)30/29002207, trillian2@freenet.de.




























