Ruchell Magee is a truly remarkable man, a man who knows what slavery is, and more importantly, what freedom means.

– Mumia Abu Jamal
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The beginning of the 1970s saw an international outcry, demanding “Freedom for Angela Davis!” The person whose freedom was being demanded was a young Professor of Philosophy at the University of California. She was charged with having supported a militant act of liberation in a court building  in Marin County. A world-wide campaign prevented her execution or  incarceration for life.

But her co-defendant in this trial continues to languish in jail, even today, 35 years later: Ruchell “Cinque” Magee, one of the historical prisoners of the Black liberation movement. Together with Black Panther Party member George Jackson who was murdered in 1971, from the end of the 1960s, Magee had contributed to building the movement of Black prisoners in the U.S. He has been in prison uninterruptedly for 42 years, which places him on top of the list of political prisoner in the United States in terms of time served.

On the background of the social conflicts since the 1960s, Mark A. Thiel documents the life story of Ruchell Cinque Magee, and the unreasonable reasons that sent him to jail and turned him into a “criminal” in the eyes of the system when he was still a young man. Magee responded by adopting the middle name “Cinque” from the leader of one of the first slave rebellions in the United States, the “Amistad” episode of Hollywood fame of 1839.

Thiel’s book is a denunciation of one of the most brutal prison systems in the world. So far, it has appeared only in German since no publisher in the United States has dared to deal with this “unmentionable” topic.

To cut a long story short, the book describes how Ruchell Cinque Magee was first framed in a way similar to the “Scottsborough Boys” for a crime he didn’t commit and was then just as Gorge Jackson kept in prison endlessly under California’s arbitrary sentencing laws that allowed prison authorities to keep a prisoner in jail without judicial review, and how the state later used his unpremeditated participation in the Marin County Courtroom rebellion organized by George Jackson’s bother Jonathan that aimed at freeing several prisoners sealed his fate, sending him to prison to this very day, even though Magee has never killed or seriously hurt anyone.

At Magee’s last hearing in September 2005, he was once again denied parole after more than 35 years – a man who was never convicted of 1st  degree or 2nd degree murder or manslaughter. It is high time for this monstrous injustice to stop. A publication of this first-time ever book on the scandalous case of Ruchell Magee in the U.S. could undoubtedly contribute to this important goal.
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