On Torture by the Police – in the U.S. and Otherwise

These links from http://www.chicagoreader.com/policetorture/ present a particularly distressing story of both brutality and corruption on the part of quite a few police officers in Chicago. More than one of the persons that were brutalized and framed by them landed on death row and were later on exonerated only because people from outside of the system fought for them.

After years of reporting, the magazine Chicago Reader’s  investigative reporter whose articles finally broke the story to a larger public published the comparative study Unspeakable Acts, Ordinary People. The Dynamics of Torture, Vision, London 2001, in which he compared torture in the police precincts of Chicago, the occupied Palestinian territories in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip, and the one suffered by suspected Irish terrorists in Northern Ireland.

What Conroy’s reports and book also reveal is that the propensity to torture perceived enemies is not something that only American policemen would do.
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This archive contains articles by Reader staff writer John Conroy, who has been covering police torture and related issues since 1990.

The Good Cop January 5, 2007

Detective Frank Laverty did the right thing—and paid for it for years.
Blind Justices? December 1, 2006

The prosecutors who sent police torture victims to prison are now the judges who keep them there.
Doe in the Headlights July 19, 2006

By trying so hard to keep his name out of the police torture report, Lawrence Hyman has made sure it’s a name we'll always associate with police torture.
The Police Torture Scandal: A Who's Who June 16, 2006

With the results of a four-year, multimillion dollar investigation due any day, here’s a guide by staff reporter John Conroy to the key figures in the scandal. Some of them may look familiar.
What Does John Doe Know? June 9, 2006

The guy blocking the special prosecutor's report on Chicago police torture may be trying to protect more than his own name.
Tools of Torture February 4, 2005

Though he continues to deny it, Jon Burge tortured suspects while he was a Chicago police detective. Now his contemporaries from Vietnam reveal where he may have learned the tricks of his trade.
The Mysterious Third Device February 4, 2005

Torturer's Logic May 14, 2004

All over the world, torturers have one thing in common: they think they're doing the right thing.
Deaf to the Screams August 1, 2003

The next state's attorney to investigate police torture in Chicago will be the first.
A Hell of a Deal October 12, 2001

His job is to prosecute criminals. But if the criminals are cops, state's attorney Dick Devine doesn't want to hear about it. Now, with Devine offering inmates their freedom if they'll drop their claims of torture, some defense attorneys suggest appointing a prosecutor to go over his head.
What Price Freedom? March 2, 2001

Darrell Cannon has accepted a plea bargain that will spare him a lifetime in prison. But there's a catch: the police officers he's accused of torture won't be forced to testify.
The Magic Can May 26, 2000

It grows. It shrinks. It leaps through locked doors. If you believe that, you won't mind if the state executes Madison Hobley.
Pure Torture December 3, 1999

Police lieutenant Raymond Patterson didn't believe his son Aaron was a gangbanger. He was wrong. Then he didn't believe that police officers had forced Aaron to confess to a double murder. He may have been wrong about that too.
Poison in the System June 25, 1999

Darrell Cannon and a parade of men claim they were tortured by detectives at Area Two. Why won't the police department confront its demons?
Shot in the Dark November 6, 1998

In the confusion surrounding the bloody shoot-out that killed Nick Richard, one thing is perfectly clear—the police department doesn't want to hear about it.
The Shocking Truth January 10, 1997

After insisting for years that Andrew Wilson was never tortured by police, why did the city then begin insisting that he was?
Town Without Pity January 12, 1996

Police torture: The courts know about it, the media know about it, and chances are you know about it. So why aren't we doing anything about it?
House of Screams January 26, 1990

Torture by electroshock: Could it happen in a Chicago police station? Did it happen at Area 2?
Send a letter to the editor.

