Winter Semester 2007/08, PS II Kulturwissenschaft:
“Land, Bread, Housing, Education, Clothing, Justice, and Peace!” – The Black Panther Party and the Civil Rights Movement in the United States
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October 15, 1966, saw the birth one of the most remarkable radical black organizations in the history of the United States – the Black Panther Party (BPP). Founded by two young college students, Huey P. Newton and Bobby Seale, and based on a membership that was drawn from the U.S. equi​valent of those whom writer Frantz Fanon called “the wretched of the earth,” it spread like wildfire through all of the U.S. and was soon regarded as “the greatest threat to our national security” by the powers that be (the quote stems from then FBI director J. Edgar Hoo​ver). In order to understand the fierce opposition of official America against the BPP, we must zoom back some forty years and imagine how things were back then: American apartheid, the quasi-official discrimi​nation against all black citizens was then in full force and only beginning to loosen its iron grip. African Americans in the U.S. were subjected to systematic and often brutal abuse, and actually, rampant police brutality against blacks was one of the most important reasons that gave rise to the emergence of the BPP. It was by no means an accident that the Party originally qualified its name by the add on “for Self-Defense.”

In this seminar, based on Reginald Major’s 1971 book A Panther Is a Black Cat, we will analyze the short-lived history of the BPP from various perspectives. Mumia Abu-Jamal’s We Want Freedom. A Life in the Black Panther Party contributes the perspective of one who was himself a member of the party and then wrote about it 35 years later. Both volumes, as well as additional material, will be available as Xeroxes in the Handapparat.
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Lecturer: Dr. Michael Schiffmann

Time/Room: Mo, 11:15  to 12:45, Room 114

Literature: Reginald Major, A Panther is a Black Cat, Black Classic Texts, New York 1971/2007, € 14,50; Mumia Abu-Jamal, We Want Free​dom. A Life in the Black Panther Party, South End Press, Cambridge MA 2004, € 14,95.

Course Requirements: Active Participation, paper, term paper.

Note: In the electronic KVV, I falsely listed this under no-longer existing “Landeskunde.” I’ll correct that when I’m back from vacation at the end of September 2007. That’s why this seminar is not listed at all in the printed version of the KVV. But I can assure you that I will give this seminar

Application: You can apply for this seminar by writing to my e-mail address mikschiff@t-online.de.

